
COMMUNITY BULLETIN 24 APRIL 2008  

 

 
 

April Calendar 

25 Fri  7th and 8th Grade Track Meet    9:00ï3:00 

26 Sat Gr. 5 Serv. Project at Mt. Pisgah     9:00ï12:00 

26 Sat May Faire site work party    9:00ï12:00 

26 Sat  Grade 8 Parent Meeting  10:00ï12:00 

26 Sat All -School Open House  11:00ï1:00 

28 Mon College Office Hours    2:00ï3:00 pm 

29 Tues Grade 5 Parent Evening    6:30ï7:30 pm 

29 Tues Alumni Panel Presentation    7:00 pm 

30 Wed Board of Trustees Meeting    6:30 pm 

 

May  

  3 Sat May Faire                                      11:00ï5:00 

  6 Tues Grade 7 Parent Evening   7:00ï8:30 pm 

  7 Tues Grade 1 Parent Evening    5:30ï7:00 pm 

  7 Wed Windows on Waldorf   8:30ï10:30 am 

  8 Thur  Parent Council on Discipline   7:00 pm 

  9 Fri  Grade 5 Olympiad (through Saturday) 

14 Wed Gr. 2 & 3 Social Inclusion Mtg. 

15 Thur  Spring Strings Concert  7:00 pm 

From the College of Teachers  

 The College is pleased to announce that two out-

standing teachers have accepted the first and eighth 

grade teaching positions for next year. 

Jeannie Schwanekamp is delighted to become the first 

grade teacher and begin the journey through the grades 
with this new class.  Jeannie is currently the Starflower 

Kindergarten assistant and was the first grade assistant 

the year before that.   She is the mother of Oona in grade 
three and Jera in grade one.  Jeannie and her husband 

Max have been involved with the EWS community for 

several years.  Jeannie grew up on a ranch in Wyoming.  
She graduated from the University of Minnesota with a 

BA in English and Classics, and completed the Eugene 

Waldorf Teacher Education Program in 2005. 

David French will be returning to Eugene to teach the 
eighth grade.  He has been teaching a class at the Char-

lottesville Waldorf School in Virginia.  David holds an 

MS in Clinical Psychology and also completed the 

Eugene Waldorf Teacher Education Program in 2005.  
He is joyful to accept the responsibility of guiding our 

lead class next year.  He and his wife Caitlin have always 

had a love for our school community and look forward to 

returning to Eugene with their two young daughters. 

We look forward to the enthusiasm and dedication that 

Jeannie and David will bring to our faculty. 

We will also be welcoming two Spanish teachers back to 

the school next year. Toña Aguilar will be teaching 
Spanish to grades one through four. Toña has taught for 

several years here at EWS and is returning from time off 

while she had her second baby. Pamela Pearce will con-
tinue her position teaching Spanish to grades five 

through eight. Pamela was new to our school this year 

and has done excellent work with these children.  

The Teacher Search Committee is working with the ap-
plications for the handwork positions. The process is also 

continuing towards hiring next yearôs grade four teacher.  

As we make more decisions, we will keep everyone 

posted. 
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to somewhere else, and whatever we do, 
however well we do it, it is only a preparation 
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Robert Louis Stevenson 
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In January, the Board of Trustees sent a letter to the par-

ents explaining our budget shortfall and suggesting ways 

that we could address it, both as a Board and as a com-

munity. We are pleased to inform you that since that 
time, the shortfall for the 2007-08 school year has de-

creased from an estimated $80,000 to a projection of 

$46,000, assuming that we do not need to use money that 

we have set aside for personnel or site contingencies. 

This change has come about through a combination of 

fundraising and extra careful attention to expenditures.   

At this same time, we have lost further enrollment.  In 
January, we had 189 students enrolled in the school. We 

currently have 184.  We gained four early childhood and 

one grades student and lost one early childhood and nine 

grades students, for a net decrease of five students. 

Last year, the school ended up with a surplus of approxi-

mately $50,000.  We feel that this allows us to end the 

current school year in a relatively secure position, despite 

the drop in enrollment.  As we look to next year, how-
ever, we realize that several key factors, all involving 

enrollment, may combine to create a very challenging 

financial picture. 

The first of these is that we have a small prospective first 
grade.  While we try to balance our kindergarten classes 

so that our first grade enrollment stays fairly constant 

from year to year, we do find that some years we just 
have a larger age group represented.  For 2008-09, the 

number of first grade ready children is well below our 

normal number. 

Secondly, we have two class teachers, Tim Marsden in 
grade seven and Nancy Lewis in grade three, who will be 

unable to continue with their classes next year due to per-

sonal reasons.  Every time there is a change in teacher, 

we face potential student turnover. 

Lastly, we find that our enrollment is dropping in general, 

for a variety of individual reasons.  We have parents who 

are graduates of our Waldorf Teacher Education, Eugene, 
who are hoping to find full-time teaching positions at 

other Waldorf schools.  We have parents moving so that 

their children will be able to attend a Waldorf high school 

in the future. Then, we also have the normal attrition that 

affects every school. 

While we hope that new enrollment will come to fill our 

classes, we need to consider both the economy and the 

general reduction in the number of school-age children in 
the local 4J school district, and budget conservatively.  At 

this time, we are working with a budget of 186 students. 

However that enrollment is weighted more towards our 
early childhood programs and less towards the grades 

where tuition is higher.  Combined with increased costs, 

Update from the Board of Trustees  

we are facing a much higher deficit than this year. The 
Board is working with the College to consider ways to 

address next yearôs projected shortfall.  We will present a 

more up-to-date budget at the Annual General Meeting 

on May 21st. 

Other board work this past spring has focused on setting 

tuition and fees for 2008-09, checking in with the Golden 

Goose Committee, addressing site and room-use issues, 

working with the College to explore AWSNA accredita-
tion, and revision of the bylaws.  We would like to thank 

fifth grade parent, David Atkin, for assisting us with the 

bylaws. We have also worked on board recruitment, in-
viting eighteen qualified community members to consider 

running for the Board at our Annual General Meeting. 

We would like to thank all of the parents for your contin-

ued support in annual giving, the auction and raffle, the 
estate sale, May Faire, and all the many, many ways you 

support your children, your teachers and the school.  

Please plan to join us at our Annual General Meeting to 

keep informed regarding the budget for next year. 

This Saturday, April 26 

9:00 to noon 
 

Join us for a  

Site Work Party 
 

To beautify our grounds for 

 

Bring gloves, hand tools, pruners.  Refreshments will 

be servedðcome and help!  If you canôt work, consider 
dropping off a treat for the workers.  Thank you! 

Please join us Tuesday, April 29 (not August, as incor-

rectly stated last week!) at 7 pm for an evening with a 

panel of our Waldorf graduates. They will talk about their 

time here at the Eugene Waldorf School, their experience 
transitioning to high school, and their plans for college 

and beyond. The evening will begin with introductions 

and brief biographies from the students, and will also in-

clude time for questions. 

EWS Alumni to Speak  



Summer Camp Program  
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 This summer we have expanded our summer arts pro-

gram! The kindergarten program will be the same as last 

year: two weeks of play, fun and work. The program for 

grades one through five will also be two weeks this year, 
and will run Monday through Friday.  The first week will 

focus on arts, crafts and culture from Asia, and the sec-

ond week will feature a ñHop Down to Australia.ò Chris 
Guilfoil will also be teaching an art class focusing on  

animals for middle school students. 

We will be offering three summer camps during the sec-

ond half of July: 

A Taste of Waldorf Kindergarten: Ages 4ï6 

July 14 through 25 
 

Around the World: Grades 1ï5 

July 14 through 25 
 

Fabulous Beasts: Grades 6ï8 

July 28 through August 1 
 

Brochures and registration forms are available at the Re-

ception Office.  Early registration discount for those paid 

by May 23. Enrollment is limited, so sign up today!  

The "average child" spends 900 hours per year in school 

and watches 1500 hours per year of television.  50% of 

children age 6 to 17 have a television in their bedroom.  

70% of day care centers use a TV during a typical day.  
And to top all that off, while the "average child" spends 

1,680 minutes a week watching television, he or she 

spends 38.5 minutes per week in meaningful conversa-
tion with parents.  Television is passive, sedentary and 

non-experiential (from http://www.turnoffyourtv.com/

turnoffweek/TV.turnoff.week.html) 

Does any of this apply to us at Eugene Waldorf School?  
Yes.  While we don't all have television as our constant 

companion, most of us have extended family which does 

indulge in "average" use of television.  This information, 

plus some of the handy lists of suggestions of activities to 
try instead of watching television might be a good oppor-

tunity for conversation. 

Parent Council is sponsoring a series of events this week, 

check your mailbox for details! 

Parent Council Corner 

Craigslist Fundraiser 

This Saturday, April 26, from 9:00ï12:00, Eugene Wal-

dorf School parents and children have been invited to help 

in the Friends of Howard Buford Park efforts to preserve 

native seed stock in the Willamette Valley. The organiza-
tion has propagated thousands of container plants, both for 

sale and for stocking future production beds.  Please bring 

appropriate clothing for the elements, water, and a picnic 
lunch. This is most appropriate for children 3rd grade and 

up, though siblings are welcome if supervised. There is a 

sign-up sheet on the 5th grade section of the bulletin board 

by the parent mailboxes. Feel free to contact Marina Tay-

lor in the office with any questions.  

Come Garden and Picnic at Mt. Pisgah  

From the Scrip Desk 
 

The next Great Lakes scrip order  
 is tomorrow, Friday, April 25.  

 
Orders must be prepaid by 9:00 am  

( 

Are you interested in a financial opportunity and helping 

the school with a fundraiser? The Board is interested in 

exploring the potential of reselling gently used items such 

as furniture, electronics, etc. (no clothing), and seeks an 
individual in our school community who is organized, 

responsible, and has access to storage space. Parents and 

other community members will be asked to donate items 
they no longer want to the school. The individual will 

transport and store donated items, list items on craigslist 

or eBay, communicate with potential buyers, and ship 

items. The individual would then receive 25% of the re-
sale proceeds. If you are interested in this new undertak-

ing, please speak to Molly in the Business Office. 

 Medical Initiative News  

Dr. Lynn Madsen will make her last visit to our school 

for this year on May 5, 6, and 7.  If you desire to make an 

appointment with her, please call her at: 971-404-6862. 

The consultations take place at Robin Morrisôs home:  

1985 W. 23rd St. in Eugene. 

Dr. Madsen will give a talk to the teacher education stu-

dents on Monday May 5th at 5:30pm on her personal jour-

ney from allopathic to anthroposophical medicine. There 
are limited seats available for this event. If you are inter-

ested in participating, please leave a note in the mailbox 

of LeeAnn Ernandes.  Donations will be accepted. 



The Community Bulletin is edited and laid out by the office reception-
ist, with input and editorial assistance from faculty and community 
members.  Submissions relating to our school community and Waldorf 
education are welcome.  We print and distribute on Thursday morn-

ings. The weekly deadline is Wednesday, 3:00 pm, one week prior.  
Please put your article, with your name on it, in the mailbox outside 
the door of the reception office. All submissions are edited for length, 

clarity, and content.  Any inquiries regarding the Bulletin may be 

directed to Sally Wiley, office receptionist. 

E-mail submissions are preferred, and are accepted until noon on 

Friday .  E-mail to: info@eugenewaldorf.org 

If you have a full page insert for the Bulletin, please talk to Sally and 

have a copy available by Friday afternoon. 

Advertising runs in the Bulletin on a weekly basis, and is also due 
Wednesday, 3:00 pm.  Ads cost $1.00 for the first 20 words, and 
$1.00 per 10 words thereafter, each week.  Business card size display 

ads are $15.00 per month.  Please pay for ads when submitting them  

to the reception office.   

Eugene Waldorf Schoolð1350 McLean Blvd.  Eugene, OR   97405 

Office phone: (541) 683-6951   Fax: (541) 345-8774  
 

EWS Website:  www.eugenewaldorf.org 

Reception Office: info@eugenewaldorf.org 

Business Office: molly.wilson@eugenewaldorf.org  

Nurture and nourish yourself this spring with an herbal con-

sultation.  Certified herbalist Rebecca Foster has been practic-

ing herbalism for ten years. She is the mother of Misha in the 

Sunflower K.  Call: 344-0192 (H) or 1-919-619-9269 (cell). 

Hazelwood House preschool is seeking an assistant teacher for 

afternoons, 12:30 to 3:45.  For more information, please contact 

Ms. Rachel at 343-2770.  Thank you! 

All natural vegan skin care products. To order, or for upcom-

ing events call Michelle Seeds: 345-8271. 

Acupuncture, herbs, facial rejuvenation and Reiki with Wal-
dorf parent practitioner. Convenient location.  5% of fee can be 

put towards your school scrip contribution.  Call Ina: 653-9501. 

Cello lessons at Pacific Winds Music Studios.  All levels. For 

details, call the instructor, Donna Blanc: 747-7247. 

Singing for middle school girls, new openings for music & art 

lessons, individual or group. See the EWS bulletin board & call 

Linda Marooney 726-4084.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

The Eugene Waldorf School is a non-profit, non-denominational tax-exempt organization incorporated in the State of Oregon.  We do not 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, national and ethnic origin, sex, income, marital status, or sexual orientation in the administration of  
our educational policies, admissions or board membership policies, financial programs, or athletic and other school-administered programs. 
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Share in the 

Healthy Harvest 
 

A weekly box of organic produce delivered 

fresh from our farm to your family! 
 

Convenient neighborhood delivery locations. 
 

Winter Green Farm 

www.wintergreenfarm.com 
 

935-1920 

Fox Hollow Valley 
B & B 

 
 
 

ǄSleeps 2-4 

ǄHearty organic breakfast 

ǄPrivate garden entrance  

Mark Andrew and Robin Winfree-Andrew 

29775 Fox Hollow Rd., Eugene, 541-343-1557 

masstudio@earthlink.net   d markandrewstudio.com 

 

Bronze, Wood, Stone: 
Memorials     Murals 

Garden Art     Public Art 

Mark Andrew 
Sculpture Studio 


